
A f t e r a l o n g 
association with the 
b a n d , R o b h a d 
retired from pipe 
band duties due to 
i l l h e a l t h . T h e 
collection at Rob’s 
memorial service 

was for band funds. Thanks to Rob’s 
widow, Rosemary and their family for 

this very generous gesture. The money 
received has helped towards the 
purchase of two new drum major maces. 

As with most juvenile bands, this year 
has seen a considerable change in band 
personnel. As old familiar faces leave 
they are replaced by the next generation 
of up and coming musicians. 
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CHAPTER 4

2010 began with the sad news of the death of our former 
chairman, Rob Cameron. 



Rebecca Shearer was welcomed into the 
pipe corps and the addition of three new 
drummers – Ailie Campbell (tenor), 
Laura Davies (tenor) and Louise 
MacLennan (bass) has given a welcome 
boost to the bass section.

By the end of the summer’s High Street 
performances many of our senior pipers 
and drummers had left school or moved 
on to other pursuits.  However the 
band’s future is in save hands. The 
smaller core of younger members that 
remain have already demonstrated their 
enthusiasm and commitment to the 
band on numerous occasions.

Former pipe major of the 
band, Ruth MacCallum, 
w a s b a c k w o r k i n g i n 
Lochaber this year and was 
able to give a helping hand 

at band practices and performed with 
them at various events. Ruth has now 
taken over the role as the band’s new 
Chairman. 

In September she headed off to Ayrshire 
to train as a Biology teacher. We wish 
her every success in her new career.

The highlight of the 
summer was the band’s 
participation in Pipefest 
- a fund raising event in 

aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care. 16 band 
members (including 4 former members) 
joined 5000 pipers and drummers in a 
march from Edinburgh Castle down the 
Royal Mile, to Holyrood Park.  It was a 
great day out for everyone. 

There was the usual busy season of 
events for the band. However, the 
number of visitors attending the High 
Street performances were visibly down 
on previous years and this was reflected 
in a drop in income from our street 
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collections. The recession seems to be 
making its mark. Hopefully next year 
will be better.

This year’s final parade was thankfully a 
dry one. Alan Morgon, Depute Head 
Teacher at Lochaber High School was on 
hand to present medals and certificates 
to our leavers.

A l a n a l s o 
presented Ailie 
Campbell with 
this year’s Best 
N e w c o m e r  
award.

I n t h e a u t u m n , o u r d r u m m i n g 
instructor, Carolyn McKee, left to begin 
her studies at Edinburgh University. 
This meant stepping down as drumming 
instructor although she hopes to return 
for the occasional lesson. Drum 
Sergeant, Andrew 
Hepburn is taking 
over as our new 
d r u m m i n g 
instructor. He has 
a small class of 
n e w s n a r e 
drummers who 

will hopefully be ready to perform with 
the band in the next year or so.

The winter months are usually a rather 
quiet time for LSPB but this year 
November was a lot busier for band 
members. Alongside our long standing 
commitment to the Commando Veterans 
Association and the Remembrance 
Parades in Fort William and Spean 
Bridge, Lochaber High School celebrated 
its 50th’ anniversary. This involved a 
w e e k l o n g p r o g r a m m e o f e v e n t s 
celebrating the school’s history and 
achievements. 

One of the highlights was the concert 
celebrating the school’s strong musical 
t r a d i t i o n . D u r i n g t h e b a n d ’ s 
performance, the drummers gave a 
memorable drum salute of rhythm and 
light!
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