CHAPTER 2

The band had a heavy schedule as always with the addition of a
few one-off engagements.

One special one was playing at the
wedding of Cameron of Locheil’s eldest
daughter, Catherine, at Achnacarry in
May. It was a scorcher of a day and as
Locheil said in his thank you letter,
‘Thank you so much for the wonderful
performance at the wedding, it really
helped to make the day very special.

....... everyone thought it magical.’ .



Another short but sweet performance
was the start of the Sailors’ Society Three

Peaks Challenge in Glen Nevis.

The European Highland Dancing
Championships came to Fort William in
April. The band was asked to lead a
parade of dancers through the High
Street to the Nevis Centre but as it
turned out, the number of pipe band
members outnumbered the number of

dancers!

The summer parades in the High Street

continue to be our main source of
regular income. This year we had to
compete with a commercial venture, a

mini highland games featuring Lochaber
Pipe Band at the King George V Park.

This attracted visitors away from the
High Street and Thursday nights were
noticeably quieter but the feared drop in
overall income did not materialize.

Rob had a new attachment |
to the Addabox sound |

system that allowed him to
speak to the audience
hands free. However, old l

habits die hard and Rob
found himself talking into the collecting

can on more than one occasion! One
unusual donation on a parade night
came in the form of a betting slip. After
initial scepticism, the £5.50 winnings
were collected the next day and the event
was reported in both the local (Lochaber
News) and national (The Herald)
newspapers.



The band has started using Ross
Canister pipe bags. The high cost of
these bags means that it is not possible
to change all the pipers over at the one
time and we might have to look at
seeking additional funding to complete
this task. The Ross bags should ensure
better stability of reeds and pipes and
better control of moisture.

This year’s Pipe Major was Carolyn
McKee; the Pipe Sergeant was Donnie
MacDonald and Drum Sergeant was
Andrew Hepburn. All three will continue
these positions into the next season.
Carolyn is also teaching new drummers
which we hope will result in a boost in
the snare drumming section next year.
Amy Cameron has joined the tenor
section and Leah Philips, Kimberly Barr
and Callum Mercer have joined the
piping corps. Leah was recognised as the
best newcomer at the end of season
parade and Lisa MacInnes the best

turned out pipe band member in 2008.
Tenor drummer, Naomi MacKay was
nominated as this year’s recipient of the
Commando Award along with fellow
drummer, Jaimi Lea Logan who was
nominated for this award by the wind

band.

The band also bid at kind farewell to
Piper Gemma Maxwell and Drum Major
Rebecca Leeson Payne. Rebecca kindly
came home from her studies at
Aberdeen University to lead the band in
the Remembrance Parades in November.
The search is now on to find a
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replacement for Rebecca but it is a
difficult position to fill.

The 2008 Remembrance performances
were particularly significant this year



because they preceded the retiral of
Brass Instructor and conductor of
Lochaber Schools Wind Band, John
Whyte. John has held his position for
more than 30 years and has always been
sympathetic to the needs of the pipers/
pipe band when the two groups have
collaborated on various musical items.
Hopefully we will be able to continue
working with John as he remains in the
position of musical director of Lochaber
Community Wind Band.

The band finished its year off by
performing at Lochaber High School’s
Christmas concerts. This involved
playing at three concerts to the whole of
the school (800 pupils) The band were

dressed in Christmas theme outfits as
opposed to their normal attire. The band
still maintained a sense of uniformity by
sporting their band polo shirts with the
band logo. The polo shirts have proved
to be popular with members and some
have worn these to normal classes as

they are in keeping with the Lochaber
High School dress code.



